[image: image1.jpg]‘ (consTune





Coastline Community College

Course Outline of Record
	Original:
	
	Date:
	10/07/2004


	Revision:
	X
	Date:
	1/30/10


	1.
	DISCIPLINE:
	Political Science


	2.
	COURSE ID NUMBER:
	PSCI C180  (new)






  PSCI C100 (old)




  Degree Audit change effective Fall 2011

	3.
	COURSE TITLE:
	American Government


	4.
	ABBREVIATED TITLE:
	American Government


	5.
	COURSE UNITS:
	3.0


	6.
	TOTAL SEMESTER HOURS:
	54
	Lecture
	0
	Non-Lecture


	7.
	REPEATABILITY:
	Yes
	
	No
	X
	If yes, how many times?
	
	(Explain in #17)


	8.
	GRADING METHOD:
	(Check One)


	Student Option
	X
	Letter Grade
	
	Pass/No Pass
	
	Non-Credit
	


	9.
	PREREQUISITE:
	None


	10.
	COREQUISITE:
	None


	11.
	ADVISORY:
	None


	12.
	MATERIAL FEE:
	None


	13.
	CATALOG DESCRIPTION:


	An introduction to the principles and problems of government, with particular attention to the American political system at all levels. Emphasis is on the human factor in politics and the realities of government at work. This course satisfies the state college requirement on the Constitution of the United States and California state and local government. Graded or pass/no pass. 


	14.
	SCHEDULE DESCRIPTION:


	An introduction to the principles and problems of government, with particular attention to the American political system at all levels. Emphasis is on the human factor in politics and the realities of government at work. This course satisfies the state college requirement on the Constitution of the United States and California state and local government. Graded or pass/no pass.


	15.
	STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

	After successful completion of the course, the student will be able to do the following:


	Course-Level Outcomes:


	1.
	Utilize political science theory and terminology to analyze how the national government of the United States and California state and local governments distribute political power, make laws and policies, and enforce or carry out these laws and policies. 


	2.
	Utilize political science theory and terminology to assess the rights, liberties and obligations of U.S. citizens. 


	Lesson-Level Outcomes:


	1.
	Describe the concept and structure of American federalism and distinguish between the various types of intergovernmental relations. 


	2.
	Describe the formation and articulation of special interests that affect and are affected by governments and their policies. 


	3.
	Evaluate the principles and practices underlying the American electoral process and describe its breadth and depth. 

	4. 
	Describe in general terms the structural organization of the modern executive branch of government and appraise the impact the executive branch has on the political life of the nation. 

	5.
	Describe the nature and operation of the representative function in the American political system, the structure and reorganization of the legislative branch, and some of the functions and practices in the legislative process. 

	6. 
	Analyze the structure and role of the court system in the United States, both as an instrument of justice and as an integral part of the American political system. 

	7. 
	Appraise the role of the individual relative to his or her society in a constitutional democracy. 

	8.
	Describe in general terms the spectrum of political thought in the U.S. and identify his or her place in that spectrum on a variety of issues. 

	9.
	Evaluate the structure and functions of state and local governments with particular reference to the state of California.


	16.
	COURSE CONTENT:


	I.
	Constitutional democracy in America 

	A.
	The Constitution 

	B.
	American Federalism 

	C.
	Political Spectrum 


	II.
	Civil Liberties 


	A.
	Amendment right s 

	B.
	Equal rights under the law 

	C.
	Rights of life, liberty and property


	III.
	California state and local government 

	A.
	State constitution 

	B.
	The State Legislature  

	C.
	Governors: The politics of leadership 

	D. 
	Judges and justices in the States 

	E. 
	Local governments 


	IV.
	The people in politics  

	A.
	Groups: The conflict of faction 

	B.
	Opinions: Mass culture and mass media 

	C.
	Participation: Leaders, voters, and inactives 

	D.
	Parties 

	E. 
	Elections 


	V. 
	The Policy makers 

	A.
	Congress 

	B.
	The Presidency 

	C.
	Congress vs. the President 

	D.
	Supreme Court 

	E. 
	Bureaucrats 


	VI.
	The politics of National Policy 

	A.
	Making public policy 

	B.
	Making foreign policy 

	C.
	Common defense/military 

	D.
	Government as regulator

	E. 
	Government as promoter: Subsidies, security and welfare 

	F. 
	Taxing and spending 


	17.
	REPEATABILITY CONTENT EXPLAINED:


	This course is not repeatable


	18.
	CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION:


	Classroom instruction will combine a variety of elements. Aside from traditional lecture presentations of the course material, the instructor will interact with the students through Socratic discussions and the use of small group activities, organized either strictly within the classroom or by requiring the students to function as a group outside of the classroom for the preparation of projects and presentations. Where ever possible the instructor will utilize technology to enrich the learning experience with audio and visual aids. This technology could range from the simple use of overhead projectors and videotapes, to more involved methods involving instructional CD-ROMS or DVDs and PowerPoint presentations. Contact with the instructor will take place in the classroom, during scheduled office hours, and by the use of the telephone and email.  


	19.
	STUDENT ACTIVITIES:


	Outside of the classroom students will do the required readings, work on assigned papers, reports, and projects, study for tests, do research, and communicate with the instructor and/or fellow students through telephone or via internet (email, discussion board, or virtual chat). In the classroom students will take notes and participate in discussions and group activities. 


	20.
	ASSESSMENT METHODS:


	Assessment Method
	Describe the style and content of each assessment method to be used in measuring SLO’s.

	Quizzes
	4-8 quizzes: true/false, matching, multiple-choice and completion. 

	Written Assignments
	See Reports. 

	Midterm Examination
	The midterm exam will include both a multiple-choice section to evaluate students’ knowledge of key facts and a subjective written element to demonstrate their ability to make a coherent argument based upon key concepts and theories of Political Science. 

	Essay Examination
	See Midterm and Final. 

	Objective Examination
	See Quizzes, Midterm and Final. 

	Reports
	Report or project requiring students to research a topic, utilizing library or internet resources, or visits to appropriate political agencies/organizations. 

	Projects
	None 

	Mathematical Problem Solving Exercises
	None

	Non-Mathematical Problem Solving Exercises
	None 

	Skills Demonstration
	None 

	Final Examination
	The final exam will include both a multiple-choice section to evaluate students’ knowledge of key facts and a subjective written element to demonstrate their ability to make a coherent argument based upon key concepts and theories of Political Science. 

	Other
	


	21.
	RECOMMENDED BOOK(S):


	Milton C. Cummings, David Wise, Democracy Under Pressure: An Introduction to the American Political System, 10th ed., Cengage Learning, 2007.
ISBN-13: 9780495008293

	

	John Korey, California Government, 4th ed., Cengage Learning, 2006.

ISBN-13: 9780547041933

	

	Thomas E. Patterson, We the People: A Concise Introduction to American Politics, 8th ed., McGraw-Hill, 2008.
ISBN-13: 9780073403861

	

	Michael Petri, Democracy and Action, 2nd ed., Kendall/Hunt Publishing Co., 2010.

ISBN-13: 9780757542060

	

	Grier Stephenson, Introduction to American Government, 5th ed., BVT Publishing, 2009.

ISBN-13: 9781932856682

	

	James Q. Wilson, Meena Bose, John J. DiIulio, Jr., American Government: Institutions and Policies, 8th ed., Cengage Learning, 2009.

ISBN-13: 9780495802815


	22.
	SUPPLEMENTAL READING:


	Coastline Community College’s Virtual Library:  http://coastline.edu/library


	23.
	OTHER REQUIRED SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS:


	None


	24.
	Baseline Enrollment:
	45
	Division #
	312
	Department :
	PSCI 


	25.
	Coastline Community College is dedicated to ensuring that all students who earn an 

A.A. degree will have mastered the Eight Core Degree-Level Outcomes. Listed below.


	Indicate the degree-level outcomes addressed in this course. Please check all that apply.


	1.
	
	Demonstrate understanding and appreciation for the visual and performing arts

	2.
	X
	Demonstrate ethical civic, environmental, and social responsibility

	3.
	X
	Demonstrate ability to apply critical thinking and analysis

	4.
	
	Demonstrate innovative thinking, adaptability, and creative problem-solving skills

	5.
	
	Demonstrate understanding and respect for cultural and global diversity

	6.
	
	Demonstrate information competency

	7.
	
	Use effective communication and interpersonal skills

	8.
	
	Use scientific and quantitative reasoning


	Type the following appropriate names:


	Originating Faculty:
	Daniel Johnson 


	Department Chair:
	Daniel Johnson 


	Discipline Dean:
	Shalamon Duke 


	Distance Learning Dean:
	Vince Rodriguez


	Curriculum Committee Meeting Date:
	April 9, 2010


	Approved:
	X
	Disapproved:
	
	Tabled:
	


	New:
	
	Revised:
	X
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